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230 octavo pages, preceded by a preliminary 
study of thirty pages on proper geographi- 
cal and ethnographical names. 

Encouraged by the publication of ' Les 
Miserables ' in the original French, William 
R. Jenkins (New York) proposes to publish 
' Les Travailleurs de la Mer ' and ' Notre- 
Darae de Paris,' during the coming year. As 
the last number of his interesting series, 
'Romans Choisis,' the same publisher has 
given us 'La Neuvaine de Colette,' a bright 
and amusing romance recently published 
anonymously in the Revue des Deux Mondes. 

The perplexing question, Can the art of 
English Composition be taught? is admirably 
answered in one of the recent ' Monographs 
on Education ' (D. C. Heath & Co., Boston) 
entitled 'English in the Preparatory Schools,' 
by Ernest W. Huffcut, Instructor in English 
in Cornell University. Teachers in secondary 
schools should read this pamphlet if they 
would know the true doctrine of primary in- 
struction in English. It would be difficult to 
point to a more rational discussion of the 
practical matter of early laying the founda- 
tion of a clear and effective style in writings. 
This can be done, as the writer shows, in ac- 
cordance with the natural laws of the mind's 
operations and growth, and by the avoidance 
of the system, historically in bad repute, of 
requiring " the tale of the bricks" when no 
straw is provided. The ' essay writing ' bond- 
age that embitters so many experiences in 
early life can legitimately be converted into 
a willing and pleasurable service that will 
surely produce results of just the desired 
kind. 

The American reprint of Lamartine's charm- 
ing idyll, ' Graziella,' by W. R. Jenkins (850 
Sixth Ave., N. Y.) calls again attention to the 
industry and enterprise of this house, which is 
rapidly supplying us with a choice of French 
standard works of the recent literature. The 
appearance of the volume, to correspond with 
its contents, is bright and attractive. Among 
the announcements for the near future we re- 
mark ' Cinq Mars,' by Alfred de Vigny, with 
English notes, and H. Truan's ' Les Grands 
Ecrivains Francais.' The latter will be a 
most valuable addition to the means of pre- 
senting the chief points of French literature 
in the class-room. 



PERSONALS. 

Professor Joseph L. Armstrong has been ap- 
pointed to the chair of English and Modern 
Languages in Trinity College, N. Carolina. 
Mr. Armstrong attended Randolph Macon 
College (Va.) for sometime, but was compell- 
ed to leave before taking his degree. After 
quitting college (1878), he spent two years in 
teaching, then passed one year (1880-81) at the 
Johns Hopkins University, devoting himself 
especially to English ; after this he went to 
the University of Leipsic, where he spent one 
year studying with Wulker, Brugmann and 
Techmer. Returning to America, he was en- 
gaged in teaching for the following two years, 
when he was appointed Professor of English 
and Modern Languages in Central College 
(Mo.), and he remained there during 1885-86. 
His health failing, he resigned and spent the 
following year in teaching an academic school 
in Va., whence he passed to the appointment 
noted above. 

Professor J. S. Griffin was appointed at the 
opening of the present Academic year to the 
chair of Modern Languages in Garfield Uni- 
versity (Kansas). He was graduated at Abing- 
don (now Eureka) College (111.) in 1873, and 
received the Master's degree from the same 
institution three years later. After gradu- 
ation, he spent ten years as Principal and Su- 
perintendent of Graded Schools in Illinois, 
and three years as principal of a private 
school in Tennessee. He is now engaged on 
a translation of Droysen's ' Grundriss der His- 
torik' and Florian's 'Gonzalve de Cordoue.' 

Mr. F. V. Paget was appointed at the begin- 
ning of the present academic year, Instructor 
in French and Spanish in the University of 
California (Berkely). Mr. Paget is a native of 
France, where he received his early education ; 
in 1862, he obtained the diploma of Bachelier 
6s lettres, at the Faculty des lettres of Stras- 
burg, and in 1865, that of Bachelier es scien- 
ces, at Grenoble. In 1876, he came to Ameri- 
ca and has been teaching privately and in 
schools of San Francisco up to the date of his 
present appointment. He is an. occasional 
contributor to the Overland Monthly, where 
he has published papers on Lamartine and 
Victor Hugo. 
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